'Brainless pig disease swoops on Sydney.' This was a media headline that threatened to emerge during the early stages of a disease outbreak in pigs in NSW. However, identification of the viral cause and epidemiological studies that supported a sound management program minimised the impact of this outbreak on animal and human health.
Disease outbreak and pathology
In autumn 1997, an outbreak of severe reproductive failure occurred in a 2600-sow intensive piggery near Sydney, New South Wales 1 . Initially there was a high incidence of stillborn piglets and the delivery of mummified foetuses. Foetal deaths, considered to probably be associated with an in-utero infection, continued for a period of five months. Towards the end of the outbreak, many stillborn piglets with a range of severe defects were delivered 
Virus discovery and characterisation
Attempts to isolate virus in a range of cell cultures was initially unsuccessful, but when tissues from piglets with severe defects were examined, a number of isolates of a novel virus were 
Public health and anxious weeks ahead
As a part of the epidemiological studies, serum samples were collected from all workers on the affected farms, regular visitors, including medical researchers involved in xenotransplantation studies and abattoir employees. Two seropositive male farm workers were identified 6 . Follow-up medical examinations revealed that both had experienced a severe febrile illness lasting for 10-14 days, with severe headaches and myalgia. Although one person lost a considerable amount of body weight, both eventually returned to normal health. During sampling of staff, a young female worker confided that she had recently become pregnant but had not advised anyone. Although seronegative, she remained on stressrelated leave until after the birth of a normal child.
Origin of the virus
The close proximity of a large colony of grey-headed flying foxes 
Eradication of the virus from pigs
Epidemiological studies 5 
